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New Developments (2009-2010)

In January 2009, NCYAMA reorganized itself, reconstituted its mission, eliminated membership dues, set down new precedents for its re-imagined Executive Board and National Leadership Council (see current roster at the end of this report), and re-launched its website, www.ncyama.org. 
Also in January 2009, NCYAMA entered into a partnership with the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM), designating the Federation as its management company.  In this capacity, NFCYM handles much of the NCYAMA website, database, budget, communication, and clerical work. 
This partnership agreement was developed so that NCYAMA can focus its leadership on the tasks of networking, consulting, and training church ministers working with young adults; advocating for young adults and young adult ministry in the life of the Catholic Church in the United States; and the ongoing development of resources for the field of young adult ministry.

NCYAMA Partnerships

NCYAMA is actively engaged in several partnerships and projects including, but not limited to:

· Eye on the Horizon / Pathways to Ministry

This year, the partner organizations – NCYAMA and NFCYM with the National Association of Diocesan Directors of Campus Ministry (NADDCM) and the Catholic Campus Ministry Association (CCMA), and Washington Theological Union (WTU) – developed the final stages of a “Pathways to Ministry” toolkit, which will be distributed to all dioceses across the United States in the early months of 2010.  This toolkit will provide resources on building bridges between youth, campus, and young adult ministry – and towards leadership in the Church. 
· Emerging Models of Pastoral Leadership

Having completed the first phase of this project (with a book entitled “Next Generation of Pastoral Leaders: What the Church Needs to Know” by Drs. Dean Hoge & Marti Jewell from Loyola Press to be released in March 2010), the groundwork has been laid for the second phase of the project: a study, in partnership with the National Association for Lay Ministry (NALM), on the state of young adult church workers in the Catholic Church in the United States.  A symposium on this topic is planned for late 2010, with follow-up work in 2011.
· J.S. Paluch National Vocations Awareness Seminar

NCYAMA was invited to participate in this annual gathering of vocations leaders, held in partnership with the National Conference of Diocesan Vocations Directors (NCDVD) and the National Religious Vocation Conference (NRVC).  Representing NCYAMA, Executive Director Paul Jarzembowski led discussions and actively engaged other seminar participants in examining the relationship between young adult ministry and vocations work.
· National Catholic Youth Conference
At the biennial NCYC held November 19-21, 2009, NCYAMA was a “bronze sponsor,” hosting two workshops for young adult-age participants and two discernment sessions (one for teens entering young adulthood, another for young adults), focused on the theme of “keep the fire burning” beyond the conference. NCYAMA also had an interactive exhibit booth at the conference, at which new NCYAMA brochures, materials, and banners were first released. 
· National Cathedral Conference 
NCYAMA hosted a workshop on young adult ministry at this year’s National Cathedral Conference, an annual gathering of rectors and pastoral staffs from Catholic cathedral parishes from across the country, held January 11-14, 2010, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
· National Symposium for Campus & Young Adult Ministry (University of Notre Dame)

NCYAMA was invited to be a co-sponsor for this national symposium, to be held May 23-28, 2010 at the University of Notre Dame, which will focus on analyzing the campus and young adult ministers’ role in being stewards of Catholic tradition, especially in the areas of liturgy, prayer, social justice, vocations, and ministry.
· Regional Conference on Campus & Young Adult Ministry (Fordham University)

With the regional representatives of the Catholic Campus Ministry Association (CCMA), NCYAMA is co-sponsoring a two-day conference for campus and young adult ministry leaders on the east coast, to be held June 25-26, 2010, at Fordham University in New York.  This conference will focus on young adults’ transitions from campus to parish/diocese.
Looking ahead to 2010, NCYAMA will also be present at the Parish Technology Summit on February 25, 2010, at Villanova University; the Los Angeles Religious Education Congress from March 19 to 21, 2010, at the Anaheim Convention Center; and the Catholics on Call Partner Conference from September 23 to 24, 2010, at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago.  

This year, NCYAMA will also be engaged in the planning and promotion of the National Symposium of Lay Ecclesial Ministry, scheduled for August 2011 at St. John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota, and the United States involvement with the international celebration of World Youth Day, also scheduled for August 2011 in Madrid, Spain.  
Executive Director Paul Jarzembowski continues to serve as an advisor to the Committee for Laity, Marriage, Family Life & Youth at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), along with Sr. Eileen McCann, CSJ, and Bishop Joseph Estabrook, advocating and representing the needs and issues of young adults and young adult ministry. NCYAMA is also a committed partner with the Alliance for the Implementation for the Encuentro Strategic Plan for Pastoral Juvenil Hispana.
National Leadership Forum 2010

This year, NCYAMA will sponsor is biennial National Leadership Forum Wednesday to Thursday, December 8-9, 2010, at the New Orleans Convention Center in New Orleans, Louisiana.  
Immediately prior to the Forum, on Tuesday, December 7, NCYAMA will host a one-day “basic training seminar” for newcomers in young adult ministry and veteran church leaders looking for a refresher.  And immediately after the Forum, NCYAMA will have a special young adult ministry track at the National Conference on Catholic Youth Ministry (NCCYM), also at the New Orleans Convention Center from Thursday to Sunday, December 9-12, 2010.  Registration for these three programs (basic training day, the national leadership forum, and the NCCYM) will open in June 2010.  
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